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For Finance Officers

Audit Certificate - Definition
The general purpose of an audit certificate is to give to the Commission reasonable assurance that eligible costs (and, if relevant, the receipts) charged under the project are calculated and claimed by the contractors in accordance with the relevant legal and financial provisions of the FP6 legal texts, including contractual provisions.

· .Audit Certificate provided by an external auditor :
· Capacity of the Auditor:
a list of independant auditors and information about audits in Member States and candidate countries can be found at the following internet adress :  www.fee.be/members/countries.htm
· The external auditor must be independant from the contractor.

· Audit Certificate provided by a Public Officer, In the case of public bodies :

· Capacity of the Auditor: Public bodies having opted for a competent public officer must prove that relevant national authorities have established the legal capacity of that public officer to carry out financial audits of the organisation.

· Independance of the Public Auditor : 

the public officer selected has not been involved in any way in the processing of the Financial Statement per Activity (Form C).

If, in fact or in appearence, the auditor is not independant from the contractor concerned (example of an internal auditor who is an official of the contractor concerned), its independance may nevertheless be established by the relevant national authorities.

· Periodicity of submission of an audit certificate :
In Integrated Projects such as EDEN, an audit certificate is mandatory for each partner, for each reporting period: the audit certificate is a part of the Periodic Management Report. 

· Format of the audit certificate (Forms to download):
External auditor must use this template :  
http://eden.cirad.fr/members_only/eden_documents/ Audit certificate public auditor.dot
Public Officer must use this template : 
http://eden.cirad.fr/members_only/eden_documents/ Audit certificate public auditor.dot
