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Public stakeholder event on the Water Supply and Sanitation Technology Platform (WSSTP)
Budapest, Hungarian Academy of Sciences – 1710/2005
Dear Coordinator,
The Water Supply and Sanitation Technology Platform (WSSTP) was formed in May 2004 as one of the first European Technology Platforms (TPs) inspired by the European Environment Technology Action Plan (ETAP). TPs aim at strengthening the links between research and industry, enhancing Europe’s competitive position in technology and innovation at global level and leveraging the desirable increase in private R&D investment as expressed at the Barcelona European Council (increase investment in research to 3% of GDP by 2010, with two-thirds of the new investment coming from the private sector).

Since its launching, the WSSTP has been a forum and a process open to all stakeholders involved and concerned with the future of European water supply and sanitation sectors in order to provide scientifically robust responses to the future sustainability of our water supply and sanitation systems and to promote step changes in the technological capacity of the European water industry, thus reinforcing its competitiveness in the world market. Last but not least, the WSSTP seeks to amplify the European contribution to the Millennium Development Goals in water supply and sanitation.
The key deliverables of the WSSTP include a Vision Document on the water supply and sanitation sector, accompanied by a Strategic Research Agenda and its Implementation Plan for the short (2010), medium (2020) and long-term (2030); these deliverables are also intended to support the preparation of the 7th Research Framework Programme (FP7).
WSSTP is currently organising a Stakeholder Event, on Monday 17 October 2005 in Budapest, to present, discuss and receive feedback on its proposal for a Strategic Research Agenda from key stakeholders of the water and sanitation sector (see attached announcement). The outcome of this event is of significant value in view of the preparation of the detailed work programmes which will follow the adoption of FP7.

I sincerely consider your participation in that event of particular value to its success. I would therefore like to invite you to attend this event and contribute actively to its deliberations.
I would also kindly ask you to disseminate this message to all your consortium partners, while noting that, if needed and where appropriate, expenses related to your participation in this event could be charged to your ongoing EC contract.

I would like to thank you for your attention and I look forward to seeing you in Budapest.

Best regards,
Andrea Tilche,
Head of Unit
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