PhD Opportunity – University of Zurich, Switzerland

Ecology, Wild Life, Epidemiology, Modelling and Veterinary Public Health

A PhD position has become available in the Institute of Parasitology, VetSuisse Faculty, Zurich University. The successful candidate will work on the epidemiology and transmission dynamics of Echinococcus spp in China and Central Asia. This project is funded from an award from the Ecology and Infectious Diseases Initiative of the US National Institute for Health (NIH). The main theme of the programme is to investigate the transmission of Echinococcus multilocularis between wild animal hosts (i.e. foxes and small rodents), domestic animals (dogs) and humans. The main study sites are in highly endemic areas of China and Central Asia where human prevalence rates of alveolar echinococcosis can reach 5% or more. The group from Zurich is part of a large international consortium consisting of ecologists, human and veterinary epidemiologists and public health experts, mathematical modellers, physicians and experts in geographical information systems. One of the main goals of the consortium is to integrate spatial, deterministic and stochastic modelling systems. This will enable us to explore how landscape change and degradation and socio-economic change can affect the transmission of echinococcosis in highly endemic societies. More specifically the PhD project will investigate spatial transmission of Echinococcus to domestic dogs, but will have a significant wild life component in collaboration with other institutes in the consortium.

Essential requirements for the position:

· A veterinary qualification

· A keen interest in veterinary epidemiology and public health 

· Good mathematical skills

· A keen interest in Veterinary Parasitology

· English language skills

· Ability to work in remote locations often unsupervised

In addition skills in any of these languages would be helpful although not essential:

German, Chinese (Mandarin), Russian

Although based in Zurich, the successful candidate will be expected to travel to remote areas in China (including Tibet) and the former Soviet Republics of Central Asia to undertake field studies. There will also be opportunities to work in laboratories of collaborating institutes in the UK, France, China and Japan.

Funding has been secured to enable the candidate to register for a PhD in the VetSuisse Faculty. The salary will be in the region of CHF32,000 – CHF40,000 p.a. depending on experience and personal circumstances. The position will be available for up to 4 years subject to satisfactory annual reviews..

Further information about the Institute of Parasitology, University of Zurich can be found on the Institute website www.unizh.ch/paras/

Further information on the project can be found on the Transect website: www.ties.salford.ac.uk/transech/

Interested candidates should contact: 

Dr Paul Torgerson

Institute of Parasitology

VetSuisse Faculty and Faculty of Medicine

University of Zürich

Winterthurestrasse 266a

8057 Zürich

Switzerland

Email: paul.torgerson@access.unizh.ch
Tel: +41 44 63 58 535

