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The society of human ecology (Société d’Ecologie Humaine) organises every year an international conference studying the relations between human populations and their environment. The 18th conference is dedicated to a reflection on the consequences of the environment on health and the implications of interdisciplinary methods used for research and actions related to these questions.

Dengue fever, avian influenza, malaria, tuberculosis, severe acute respiratory syndrome (SRAS), to quote only some examples, are subjects which preoccupies actors working in the field of health and environment. The increasing mobility of humans and animals implicate a need for reflection and action on a planetary scale. The WHO emphasize that the connections between degradation of the ecosystem, the process of development and health care are of major importance for sustainable development. 
The emphasise on this interdependence between human populations, the ecosystem and the vectors of diseases is not new and it has already been described by the geographer Max Sorre (1933) in his notion of “pathogenic complex”. Other authors have also developed the notions of “epidemiologic landscape” and “pathocenose”. The mondialization of health problems, particularly in the tropical world, revive the concept of “pathogenic complex”. This notion describes the influences of the environment on human health in a bioculturalist perspective.
This is an immense field of investigation which is linked with all dimensions of human life (life quality, the frame of life, work, urban/rural, etc…) and concerns pollutions of different origins: persistent chemical products, dangerous waste, atmospheric perturbations, virus, etc… In the struggle against disease the understanding of the relation between health and environment has been only recently been introduced into the reflections and the preoccupations at international and national level (see for example the creation of the French Agency of Environmental Sanitary Security and the Program health/environment and health/work).
The complexity of these aspects and their planetary dimension demand an interdisciplinary approach which confronts reflections and experiences. In France, we can quote the example of the PAL+ programme for malaria and associated diseases like tuberculosis whose aim is to establish a dialogue between biological sciences, medical sciences and social sciences. The recent program Health-Environment of the new French Agency of Research emphasizes also the importance of a multi- disciplinary approach to reach an acceptable level of understanding. The collaboration between socio-anthropologists and the medical profession or between geographers and biologists is more and more common within different research projects. These collaborations are necessary to integrate into a biomedical analysis the role of human populations in the transmission and spreading of a disease in a particular ecological environment.

The conferences and discussion groups will be organized around the interdisciplinary practices concerning the interactions between health and environment. We hope to confront different theoretical approaches and concretise actions within a geographical and cultural diversity.

Contributions related to the following topics are welcome:

1 – The impact of environment (climate, ecological situations) on the health of local populations. 
The notion of « pathogenic complex » will be re-examined in relation to actual situations. Malaria, emerging and re-emerging diseases and neglected diseases, some of them linked to vectors, bring up a need to question the representations of the iatrogenic environment and the perception of risks. The contributions will concern essentially, but not exclusively, the tropical areas. 

2 –Diseases related to a particular environment, the city, and an urban style of life. 
The urban world is effectively a field of complex interactions and questions. For example the pollution of the big megapoles or the problems of water or waste management, in the northern and in the southern countries, have real consequences on the health and quality of life of their inhabitants.

3 - Methodological approaches of interdisciplinary research in the study of environment and health.

The natural science specialists are more and more studying health issues. This is only possible through an interdisciplinary dialogue between medical and social sciences. The conference aims to discuss the expectations of each discipline: their complementarities, obstacles, the construction of an interdisciplinary approach, the level of their analysis and the paradigms to adopt...

We welcome contributions about these three points presenting the results and practices of research programs and concrete realisations (new projects, experiences of actors in the field: local authorities, associations, companies, individuals, etc.). The analysis of concrete case studies allows us to understand the issues and difficulties confronted by field workers working with both health and environment to improve the quality of life.
*       *

*

· Calendar

- 8th february 2006 : proposals (cf. form provided)
- 31th march 2006 : deadline to return the abstracts (maximun 1 page)

Proposals and abstracts should be send to:

Secrétariat colloque SEH «Milieux de vie et santé »
DENTES, Université de Provence, centre Saint-Charles,  Case 75

3 place Victor Hugo, 13331 Marseille Cedex 3, 

tel 04 91 10 62 89   Mel. EcologieHumaine@free.fr
· Contacts 

Daniel Bley, DESMID-UMR ESPACE, 04 90 93 86 66, Danielbley@aol.com 

Marc-Eric Gruenais, UR 02 – IRD, 04 91 10 62 00, gruenais@up.univ-mrs.fr

Nicole Vernazza, Société d’Ecologie Humaine, 04 90 93 86 66, nvernazza@aol.com 
Scientific Committee
F. Agid ( MAE, Paris), R. J. Assako Assako (géographe, GREVA, Douala), P. Baudot (démographe, UP/LPED, Marseille), N. Bennedjai (médecin, OEMES, Marseille), J.P. Besancenot (géographe, Université de Dijon), D. Bley (anthropologue biologiste, CNRS, Arles), C. Courtet (MRT, Paris), J. Delmont (médecin, Université de la Méditerranée, Marseille), D. Fontenille (entomologiste, IRD, Montpellier), A. Froment (anthropobiologiste, IRD, Orléans), M.E. Gruénais (anthropologue, IRD, Marseille), M. Le Bras (médecin, Université Victor Segalen, Bordeaux), M. Mebtoul (sociologue, GRAS, Oran), P. Millet (biologiste, CRL, Bordeaux), J.P. Moatti (économiste, Université de la Méditerranée, Marseille), A. M. Moulin (historienne des sciences, CNRS, Le Caire), V. Robert (entomologiste médical, IRD, Montpellier), J. L. San Marco (médecin, Université de la Méditerranée, Marseille), S. Sauzade (psychiatre, CMPP, Martigues), C. Susanne (anthropobiologiste, ULB, Bruxelles), N. Vernazza (anthropologue, Université Victor Segalen, Bordeaux), P. Vimard (démographe, IRD/LPED, Marseille).
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