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	EUROPEAN COMMISSION

RESEARCH DIRECTORATE-GENERAL

Directorate I - Environment

Policy aspects of research and sustainable development 
Earth Observation
 


Brussels, 5 April 2006

RTD.I.1.1 (2006) D/513786
- EMAIL MESSAGE - 

 
GEONETCast is a concept by which environmental satellite and in situ data and products from participating data providers within Global Earth Observation (GEO) could be transmitted to all users through a global network of communications satellites, using a multicast access controlled broadband capability.

Currently EUMETSAT runs an operational Broadcast System for Environmental Data called EUMETCast. It is a multi-service dissemination system, which utilises commercial telecommunication geostationary satellites to multicast products and services to a user community. EUMETCast covers Europe, the Middle East and Africa. It also has plans to provide services over South America and much of North America. This system has been identified as the most important European contribution to GEONETCast. For this reason, the Workshop is jointly organised by the European Commission and EUMETSAT. 

This Workshop intends primarily to present the concept of GEONETCast to Commission services and to coordinators of projects funded through the Framework Program of Community Research under the thematic priorities related to Environment, Space and Information Society technologies. It should provide ground for discussing possible ways of collaboration and/or contributions. Only projects with related components to Global Earth Observation will be encouraged to participate. US participants from National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) as well as the GEO Secretariat will also be invited. During the workshop, a live EUMETCast demonstration on the site of the conference might be presented.

 

Your project EDEN could have a potential interest to contribute/collaborate with GEONETCast.  You are kindly invited to participate yourself at the workshop or to designate a representative from your project able to discuss these issues. Please note that the Commission has no dedicated budget to reimburse travel expenses related to this Workshop. Please feel free to circulate this letter to the participants in your project and to other people who might be interested in. 

I would be grateful if you could confirm your participation to the workshop by Tuesday 18th April 2006 at the latest to the person in charge of the organisation of the event: 
Mr. Cesar Pérez-García, RTD.I.1.1 - direct phone: +32-2-299.78.30 - email: Cesar.PEREZ-GARCIA@cec.eu.int. Mr. Pérez-García is also at your disposal for further information about the Workshop.

Yours sincerely,

(signed)
P.Valette

Cc:         P. Mathy, E. Lipiatou, A. Tilche, A. Edwards, T. Fuchs, P. Balabanis, 
              K. Haavisto, D. Deybe, E. Levy, M. Malacarne, P. Counet, L. Tytgat, 
              M. Schouppe, K Fabbri, I. Clarke, H. de Groof

 

Encl.:      Agenda
              Information Note on EUMETCast


 

	
- DRAFT AGENDA -
GEONETCast Workshop
3rd May 2006 

Time:         9:00-17:30
Building:    BERLAYMONT
Room :      JMON – Jean Monnet
 


1.      Welcome and Purpose of the Meeting (EC) (15 min)
2.      GEOSS and GEONETCast (GEO SEC) (30 min)
GEONETCast and GEOSS initiative. Present status, relationship to the Committees and next steps.
3.      EC political interest to support GEONETCast (EC) (15 min)
4.      EUMETCAST and potential for GEONETCast (EUMETSAT)
5.      US plan and involvement in GEONETCast (NOAA)
6.      Demonstration of GEONETCast (EUMETSAT) (1.00 h)
This will be a real-time presentation of the GEONETCast/EUMETCast system. It will be demonstrated how data is being uplinked to the satellite and received back at the user station. The one hour will also allow for a question and answer session.
7.      Lunch Break (1:00 h)
8.      EU GEO relevant Projects (Potential collaboration with GEONETCast) (Project Coordinators)  (1:30 h)
Project Coordinators should have received details on the GEONETCast/EUMETCast system with their invitation to the Workshop (EUMETCast 2-page document) and should be prepared to present and discuss their data dissemination needs that could be implemented through GEONETCast/EUMETCast. In addition to EU Project Coordinators also representatives of potential European Commission User Directorates and JRC should be invited.
9.      Discussion (1:00 h)
10.  Conclusions (15 min)
