TERMS OF REFERENCE (ToR)

International Consultant Veterinarian Laboratory Specialist

Within the framework of the FAO-EMPRES Emergency Centre for Transboundary Animal Diseases (ECTAD), under the overall guidance of the FAO Chief Veterinary Officer, the technical supervision of the Animal Health Service (AGAH), the operational supervision of the Chief, Emergency Operations Service (TCEO) and the direct supervision of the FAO Representative, the incumbent will work in close collaboration with the joint GLEWS platform developed and implemented in FAO and with G.Dauphin, OFFLU focal point in FAO and will be responsible for the following activities:
· Perform data analysis and data-mining for potential markers of pathogenicity/drug resistance/antigenic drift for avian influenza viruses,
· The work should be focussed on Asian strains, especially Indonesian strains,
· Develop information sharing platform between OIE/WHO/FAO for raw data on genetic and antigenic analysis on HPAI,
· Answer the needs of all three agencies to bring together the information in a manner that would allow the agencies to make joint decisions based on laboratory data available to all,
· Collaborate with FAO/OIE international reference laboratories for HPAI extensive interaction and with all members of the OFFLU network.  

· Support GISAID and any Influenza sequencing initiative.

· Assist in the extension of EMPRES-I database with genetic data
· If required, give training in bioinformatics to laboratory staff in developing countries
· Perform other related duties as required.
Qualifications: The consultant will be preferably a veterinarian, with background in molecular genetics science and with at least five years experience with gene analysis, preferably in HPAI. A good knowledge of bioinformatics software is necessary. He/she will have level C proficiency in English. 
Duty station: 
FAO Rome
Duration of the assignment:
11 months

Starting date:  As soon as possible

Contact person: Gwenaelle DAUPHIN (Gwenaelle.Dauphin@fao.org). Tel. +39 06 570 56027
