Dear Colleagues,

As President of CIRAD, the Institution which has been your host during the last three days, it is my great pleasure to close your kick off meeting on Emerging Diseases.

I am very hopeful and truely confident in the success of your European Integrated Project. Hopeful for science, but also in a program which has been raised in the context of European Research area.

Science comes first, since all of us, scientists and representatives of Research Institutions, believe that the field of Emerging Diseases is one of our major scientific priorities ; A scientific priority for health, and also for environment and quality of life. Being a specialist of HIV infection, working in such area since the beginning of the epidemy, I am specially motivated by research in the field.

I know that emerging diseases needs a global approach since it is a global problem and that it requires interactions between scientists for different disciplines and countries.

Your project will allow Europe to contribute more effectively to international efforts to fight against diseases of global importance: infectious diseases are one of the best example.

The focus you have, which is the impact of environmental changes on the emergence and spreading of infectious diseases  in men and animals, will bring together studies related to the quality of environment and their consequences to human health and pathology. Such approach will certainly lead to a better comprehension of diseases epidemiology and physiopathology, but may also bring new attentions to prevention and therapeutical innovations.

Environment is certainly modulating the spread but also selecting pathogens through direct and indirect interactions with their hosts. Indeed, it is well known that the polymorphism of several human and animal candidates genes of immune responses, had influenced the pathogenesis of parasites, virus and bacterias, and reciprocally. Environment, climates, land use changes have dictated the behaviour of major epidemies. Men and animals have been selected by their most important predators: the microbes. Although those principles are well known, as a consequence of interactions between men and their environment, we need to draw a systemic approach to better understand and specify the reasons of emergence, to identify new indicators which will be helpful for immune surveillance, to detect key factors of risk, and methods for monitoring. Integration between sciences of environment, biodiversity, ecology, and biomedicine, and their modelisation, is a major challenge but also one of the best tool to fight against infectious diseases.

Indeed, we have to define new methods to evaluate those risks, to envisage early warning systems. In that respect, you, as scientist belonging to the Integrated Project, constitute the best group to create such indicators which will link fundamental biology to bio-public health, to translate basic discoveries to clinical practice. To establish surveillance networks remains one of the major goal. It is also one concept which will help Europe to work with the developing word.

Europe : Many countries have drawn their strategies to face the challenges of emerging diseases. However an integration of European effort is greatly needed. The European area launched in January 2000 by the EU Research Commission owner Philippe BUSQUIN was quite rapidly followed by the political feeling that we need efforts both to increase European Research capacities, and to give priorities to stakes other then those of the European concerns; to have a global outlook.

Research relating to emerging diseases to the quality of life, and also to poverty, is one of these challenges. It should help to integrate European expertises, to define and develop capacities and link those to problems which also arise in the South.

Certainly objectives as those of EDEN have been designed to respond to urgent needs of society and public policies, but your project will also help to better organize diseases control in Centers, to construct platforms not only in the North, but also in the South, and in the East, where the door is opened to pathogens.

EDEN is a product of FP6. The project however is not only scientific but also a political issue. It should help to identify future actions within the area of translational research. It may also direct the use of new instruments which could be applied in the field such as 169 article. This instrument has been only used once until now, in the support of clinical trials for poverty related diseases. As member of the Partnership Board of such program, I can see that emerging diseases could be one of the possibilities to further experiment such instrument, which is dedicated to link European National programs.

To end, I would like to congratulate the organizers of the first meeting, and to wish to all of you the success which should be granted for such an important task ; A success for EDEN, for your team, and for a strong cooperation between our Research Institutes.

Thank you for your attention.

Patrice DEBRE

President of the board of Trustees 

CIRAD
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